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Suggestions from a Practical Farmer as to

ULD EASTERN CONNECTICUT FARMERS SPEND OVER $1200000 FOR FOD

Increasing Fodder Crops and Saving Money

len Years Advance in Agriculture.

Things are moving, Even on the farms of New !.und(m and
Windhim counties they dre moving—i fittle. 1If one can't see much
hangs from day to duy, the change s vieible on & comparison of to-

: 3 (19

% '?:f;h;;:n’zr;:f returns shoWw (hat between 1900 and 1910 the

alue of tarm property in the Lwo eounties incrensed from $18,883,600
so P2194R.000—a mein of over $1,000,008 The value of lha‘ land in
farmas grew by more than $1,100,000; fhe value of farg buliding= by
more than $1.200.000; the value of domentiy anlmals, poultry and bees
Wy almest Lalf & million; and the value of farming tools and machin-
y by over 5230000

That looks pretty good, eh? Shows that the old cloik is still run-

snvway, and that It tsn't running all oo tick, mther._
Bot 'ther'e ars alwavs two sides to & board and Two Ways of looking
&t & pheture and two things—at leasti—which You can show by figures.

Whils the value of the farms has increased, the Brount of im-
prosed and nntmproved lond beid in farms in 1610 was 639,745 acres,
which Is 25,069 acres less than che acrenge of 1900.. While the \'nme‘nl
pafidings and implenonts and slock hus grown, (e area of improved

t s operated dropped off by 12,000 acres.
a you'l “l& different. It has o different look and
jesves u differcni taata in the mouth, The population of the two Ccoun-
.:I-‘ hus grown i the ten vears by an aven 10,000; values of farms
snd farm properiy have increased, but the smwunt of land actually
rermnd gndl the gmotnt of land held in farms have both decreased.

Here's a guestion for the local granges o think over and explain,
Trahably thers iy an oxplanstion: there may be ssveral expianations;
ene in one town ind another in the next. One thing only is reasonably

stain. ihe Jand hasn't actunliy dissppesred off the map or the face
tha emrtd. 10 Etl)] thers, husn't been losi, sirayed or stolen. Some
f may hEve beoome a0 ushamed of Lhe way it was {armed that
¢ haa sovered Iia face with bushes to hlde frem plghis, Or it may he
playing & sort of statistical hide-snd-week in ths census Ngurea, It
wowlfl 41 leust he interesting to Etow whit has hecome of L

You dont redlly suppess, do you, that w 35,868-scre furm has been
sbandoned™ In esstarn Connecticdt since 1807
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A Large Number of Mortgaged Farms.

orlupn the farm miorizsge situption may have a bedring of some
e ¢ the muatter. o 4508 farms i the two counties opérated
v their owners LO08 report 4 mortgage debt in 1919, Feur farme oul
4 score an mortgaged’ Oope would jike to know, If fAgures aboul
wese obtalnable, whether it was moatly on thess mortzaged farms
he avrsage of improved lind had decrensad

oty with the docreass reported, the two ccunties stifl lead the
> & In 1Bs pereentage of thelr land avea actunlly farmed, In New
Ao 113 - ner eatil, of 21 the land Is farmed; In Windham
ty T4 per oh The average for the whole ginte Is only 71 por
nd * mer connty sgquale the record of dither. In sise of In-
1 == aisn. the two countles nre above the avérage. The
average farm them i of 1037 acres, which Is excetded only In
e o The aversgn for the sArate L5 aoras, It Is pleasant o
B hers dre only 11 farme i both coantles of a thonaand acres

riare while here are 13 of less 1Than u hundred acras.
This is chesring and hopeful. Whatsver may be snid about the
e furc nd ila moneyv-inaking oxp when munagedl by somn
tesptionally capabdles farmer, the fus retuaing 1hat, for the aver-
sge favrme ¢ the smiall farm, pesicudlle mannged, which wffords the
ear pRAncs  Wa Bave not yel got bovund the wisdom of the old song

L3 retpemoer, wboll Tha Ltitle farm, wall tilled™

- & i
A Set of Interesting Facts Disclosed.
- . o nel of tucw discloscd by the consug of 1810, however
- } I » Parnisdy (eod for desp and esrtiesi thought by the farm-
yafren ! { e the facts relating to farm ox-
snea s rops In 196 the year doverad by the censua 1a-
cta—Ahe Iarmes of New Lovndos and Windham counties paild out, in
ona wasy or anothss, for farm labor, $951.11% This 15, of course, ex-
COURTY r Lp It is what they palil 1o otharas In Wages,
ard and Ter .t Welp. It i8 the cost of the "hired man™ for
= .2 That same yosr. thsy piid sut for fertilizsoras 3181510, this
als [ MITel, exEiumive hat Tormi tde manures. It wos their
e cAmmercis. [arilise r

sddilior hey pald for feed fop their stock, during 1909, 51,020,-

F paid for Lo

e and cattls feed almost as much

r both labor mpd [ertilizor.

linod {0 wonder whether, if they had paid that additlonal
labnr snd mare manure they might net have raijsed
needed—and ieft thelr farms in better

feed they

An Inviting Opportunity to Increase Crops.

Gzures relutlng to certain priocipal crops—I'm
abau n Wi tu gt through this statisiival part as vou are!—In
ha eal g w 1 lon and Windham counties had In com

oan bk vialded, at harvest, 488513 bushels of corm. Thia
was al the rate of M b is per sere, This past yesar White of Col-
nevills ralsed 113 bushe f shiellnd dry corn to the acre If our two

sonlies, with the acreage

they had planted, had done just one-half as
iwvesied a hondrod thousand bushels of corn

than they aotnal did

they would have

And they would thereby have saved buving Just & bundred thou-

" mable of feed

Take oats. In 1508 the two countles sowed and harvested 1074

A s of cals, getting froun them 54,194 bushels of threshed graln, This
wah o tale of M bushels per acre, 1 don't lappen to recall the
! odtp, but & hondred bushels to the acre haa been

= A farmer up in Calgery, in the Canadian north-

* - s g " which had teen considered too dry for
Era od b Be Cumipbeoll dry-farming methods o crop rubnning
3 abels 1o the wore. averaging 48 pounde In weight to the measured
she I oor twd dountios had done anly Lalf as well, they would

w Marveriad AL 080 bushels more than they did.

And hey would Wereby hiive saved buying just §2.000 buzhels of

fondd

The average yiold of rye Lot the two colunties was lese than fifteen

sriday are, and the verage yield of buckwhest only about
o sind hell—ih, oo; O wasn't lust summer with its damaging
mght WEs 15%%,. when we had w fnir. average senson. The

gr vinld of the (wo L, the four thousand acres thay
adl b potetoes, was ¢loke bashels per acre. This lsn't o awlisl
M b fur gninld vears, the potalo growers of the inland of Jerseys
* b aEed & thousand bDushels o every three acres. The Ohlo
- pociallete sxpes) to get I busheld oo nere in a dry year—
st M® I An AVeETRES FOAr And thelr land isn't natorally, as

” sinpled Lo potatu-Rrowihe as land in Connacticut,

Byt it's when we coeme to hay that the mhowing is most diseour-
Fina e two counthes had in hay and foruge crops of ail sorts that
rnios oAl 6332 nores, And they cut fromt those acres 111564 tons

B
A Uttle over n ton and o Ofth to the fere!
Even the clover yield, which sught to be about®™he heaviest of any
nl 1w Atieatad prasses, was only 11000 tons off 20,000 acres, And
i in t} ite whare Clark of Fligminum for years averaged fve

pEm Lo the acre frem his mixtoen-acre grass-fisld which was originully

y poor t bear good mons! Why if It hadn't been for tha inclusion
B the conpus figures of ‘courxe forage" meaning, I suppase, corn-
eralie wnd ocoru glluge, and which averaged over saven tons to the
aere If 1 badi't besn for the Inclusion pf that ftem In the hay and
feiuge report, (e aversge for hay nlone in the two countles would
FRroe bsive cxcended A ton to tho sere,

What Do These Statistics Mean to Farmers?
Now, witers 1've got through with siatistica from the consus.
The next tHing 18 to consider what they menan to us of the two coun-

thes Us farmess o awn Uup where they prove us st fault, and 1o seek
some meuns of remedying the fagit

First, 1t Is fo be noted that they show we Had w buy over a mlil-
ton dollary’ worth of ferd. imaport 1L from somewhera else, to keep

r Mack going

Why not rulse |t ourseives, feed it to our own stook, or sell it to
each other, and keep the money ai home, where it is most neaded and
whers It Belomgs”™

Perhaps you'll answer that our land, here in the enst, is oo valo-
shls to put Inte graine: 1hat the great wee:, on (t» cheaper lands, can
ralse them more profilably than we. Fumt that great west hasn't nny
stich “cheapar lands" aoitoble for grain-growing. The average value
of the farm lands of New Landen and Windham counties, as reported
1o the census, Iz ‘.et $16.08 un mere. Men who have good grain land
tn llinois and fows and Nebraaka und even tha Dakotas hold It at
asywhora from 360 fa 3200 an acre. They grow their wheat and
1helr corn and thelr sals on land which conts more and is rated as
worth meare, sfre for pere, than castern Conbectiout lands,  About
1he only sfvanioses (fev have, o regards land, Is that their pralries

st be werded rosler ‘han anre hillsides and Intervales, It won't do
v m o there the Le ettt of alleged “cheéaper Tund,” for It len't cheaper,
e detrer

Mor will 1 do te say the! thes capn ralen hatiar erops, scrs for

22 bhushels, which bring up the average fur the whole.

of tha whole United States iz only about fiftéen bushels per acre. And
that average is ralsed considerably by the comparatively high yields
of the =ast. It is such states as Now York and FPennsylvania and
Massachusetts, yes, and Conpecticut, with their yields of 26 and 27 and
If they were
disvegurded the average yield of the wheal stales of the west would
be lese. even, than it s, Connecticnt basn't as many acres which will
grow wheat and corn as llllnuis‘ur Iowa or Nebraska, But where
wheat is grown In Connectivot, 1t' ylelds much beltér than In any of
the states mentioned. As to corn, why, all that's necessury to do is
to point to the last two years when the record erops of the country
have been produced in Massachusetts and Copnecticut, respectively,
The best crop of the best acre in the famous “corn belt” never equaled
the best crops yroduced in these two New Eungland states. The aver-
age crop of the average farm in the "corn belt™ i=n't as good as the
average crop on the average farm in Connocticut ought to be, whether
it I8 of no, What man has done, man ¢un o, and what one man has
done another may come somewhere penr doing, if he tries as hard
and worka as wisely,

Now, there's no use attempting (o mile up hard-and-fast rules
for farming., Nor is there uny great gain in Farmer A blindly imitat-
ing Farmer B, who may have ralsed better crops. One star differeth
from another in glory, one farm differeth from another in cussedness
No man but the wearer knows where his ahoe pinches, and no man
but the farmer knows so well what his own Innd will do and what
it won't,

But-—as President Cleveland once
confronts us, not a theory,

sald—1l Is a condition which

A Million Dollars Spent For Fodder.

Here's over a million dollars spsnt by the farmers of just two
cotinties buving feed for thelr slock; buving It from out of the state,
sending thelr money out of the state to buy It with. For remember
right here, that when you pay your momey to your local gmin and
feed deaier, he keeps only that small part of {t which embraces hls
profit, The rest all goes to Chicago or Minneapolls or some other far-
away western point to pay for the stoff be buys thers in cnrloads. as
you buy it of him In tons. You nra not “lieeping your money at homa'
when You use it to bhuy, even of a local desler, the things he muat buy
from ahroad. All you're “keeping at home |2 the percentage of profit
he rakes off. And you're keeping that at his heme—not your own,

Right there is the polnt: If it is in any way practicable, wouldn't
it be wiser to keep all that money really at home, L e, right In your
own breeches-pocket—all of (t—inoluding the dealer's profit as wall as
tha distant cost of the feed, by maising your own feed right on the
farm?

That's a question ts which the average Connecticut farmer, who
knows the value of money and how hard It is both (o get and to keep,
oan have but one answer for.

The real question, of course, g whether or no it is practicuble to
do this thing,

As to that, every Individusl farmer ls and ought to be his own
judge He knows his own farm better than any ong olse can, At
least, he ought to. Bul It lsn’'t wize nor yet sensible for any farmer
to leap to u conclusion, aven sbout his own firm. [U's slower work
crawling to a conclusfon—but somehow, If you crawl and take your
tima about it, vou'll find sut more sbout the stumps In the wayv. Yoo
may. llkewise, pick up a litle new and surprising eformation aboot

congervation, which we're just beginoing to talk &bout—and which
most of us, even pow, are lnclined te snfer at as o sort of “fad”

They save manurs, for one thing, which we let go wholy to wusle
er allow to deteriorate to a fruction of its real value by ocur shiftiess
methods of storing. Theré's little Denmark, for example, 1t's a mighty
small country, aboutl as big as the three states of Massachusetts, Con-
necticut and Rhode Island: not peariy as big as Vermont and New
Hampshire; not anything like haif as blg as the single state of Maine.
And it's wholly a farming eountry, It hasn't manufsctures emough
to fill & single factory on the Shatucket., All the people pre (artuers
and the sons of farmers, Nevertheless, iCs ome of the richesi coun-
tries, acre for acta and man for mun, In the world. Morsover, It's get-
ting richer all the time. One way it is doing this s just by =nying
manure, Those who have obssrved the Danish farmer's stock and
barns dre simply amazed at the pmount of manure le gets and uses,
He keeps all the stock his woreage will warrant, which, In the present
year, ja just about twice as much as & similar acreage in Connectiout
is supposed to ba capable of doing| and he saves évery ounce and every
drop of the mauure they make. He draws the manure, sx it is made,
every day, or as often ax a lond accumulates.

The Shrinkage of Manure in the Open.

Have you any idea of how mmuch thia one item of daily drawine
saves?, I once kep: careful tab on the amount of munura which was
throwm on the heap behind o two-horse stable. Then | Kept egually
careful tab from the amount which was drawn from that Beit, oftes
it had Iain a yeuar. In bulk, the plle sielded lesg than one-ointh of
what had been thrown upon . Thai is, for everv nine bushais of
manure thrown out from thi stables during the year. there was lpss
than one bushel of manure in the spring to haul on the land., Of
course, it was somewhat heavier, bushel for bDuahel, and It wos some-
wiat more rotten and probably more quickly avallabla as' plast food
It wouldn'L be falr to say that the manurs plle was worth only one-
nipeth of what it would have been if drawn oul and spread, fresh
But It is certainly @afe to =ay that it wasn't worth one-hilf as omch,
And even then no account [ tsken of the Hquld manure, practically
all of which was wasted by this method and which is eeriainly wortl
half as much as the whole of the solid manure Assuming thal the
solid manure wasted in manurinl value Gy one-half and thal the wiast-
ed liguid manure was worth as much as the half that was suved of
the solid, this farmer threw away, every year, fully fhrée-quariers of
the value of the manure he might have used to enrieh his land.

The Danish farmer saves svery bit of his manure, s0lld and Tiquid,
Ho is a3 fareful of it ae we are of the ground fead that we buy |
the bag at Dickens-only-knows how much a hundred  That
reason why he doesn't huve to buy his ground feed. And thai 18 also.
one resson why his farm ls annually getting richer, and he limseif
also getting richer. He wouldn't think of buying fertilizer so long as
2 =ingie ounce or a4 single spoonfil of his barn-mude manure was le-
ing wasted. He saves It all and grows his aown feed with it theralsy
saving both feed bill and fertilizer bill—two Bills which ameounted
over $L200,000 for the farmers of New London and Windham
ties, in 1510

ia oho

o
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Moreover, this single mattar of manure is oniy one of the detalls
whereln the European farmera excel us. They study their soils as we
don't—many of us: they care for thelr crops as we don't- -many of

us; they cultivate as wo don't—many of us; they co-operats In buying
their supplies and selling their produce, a8 we simply won't.

As a result of theses dnd other things their lande—ald and worn

boy “or mis

prize. Omnly one entry can He made from & farm, which

Amount of Land—Any amount of land may be

come within and be a part of the plece entered in the conlest,

position untl! after the awards are made and annolinoed.

It will reguire fifty names to warrant the competition,

| THE BULLETIN'S CORN GROWING CONTEST FOR 1912

$230.00 1n Prizes for Competing Farmers
IN SEVEN PRIZES—S$100. 1o 1si; $50. (o 2nd; $25. to 3rd and 4th; and $10. each o nex! three in order

Te Promote Corn Growing in Naw London and Windham Oounties The Bulletin mekes thia offer for the best acres of corn grown by

THE RULES OF THE CONTEST:
Who May Compete—Any furmer in New London or Windhem Counties may compete No contestant will be awarded more than one
can be made by the owner, hisn son or lessee, ’
Date of Entry—Notice of Intentiom to compete should be sent to the Bulletin Company on or before May 1, 1912
It will be better ta enter now, even if you may decide lo withdraw later,

plantad, provided It lg actually one aecre or over in extent
upon the wield of one acre only. This one acre must be one plece, and may be selected by the contestant at harvest or before, but musi

Survey—The nore must be measured and staked off by two disinterested parties not in the family of tke contestant or in hiz emplov,
The quantity of land within the lines must be exactly 43,560 square feel. No allowance will be mede for howlders, walls. fences
swampy or poor land or for any frregulurity, either natural or artificlal, or for missing hills,

The quality of the corn will be decided by a free labratory test made by the Storrs College expert from one quart of selected corn.

e m—

The awards will be made

trens,

All boundary stakes must remain In original

the dirt you crawl over—if you crawl slowly cnough and dig your
flngers and toes deep enocugh into it, every hitch,

Becuuss one hasn’t aver raised his own foeed I8 nol conclusive proof
that he couldn't, If he tried. Even the fuct thal ha may have tried It
once and falled docsn’'t warrant & verdict of guilty against the poor
furm. It may bLe well that the fallure was due 0 an unisusl penson,
or to mismanagement,

Don't get impatient at the suggestion (hat your may have mis-
manuged, Ung surée test of a really good farmeér 18 that hé owns ug,
without & blush or a stammer, that he doesn’'t Enow all there i3 to
know about managing his farm. It's only the stupidly or arrogantly
Ignornnt farmer who never makes § mi 2 and who knows il all
There's gbout 88 much use of reasoning with such a eregturs as there
iz In trying to make 8 rope otit of sand, or in currving waiter to put
out & fire in’'a mieve. IU's generally tlie sophomore wha hus Just betun
the study of physics who answers, off-hand and dogmatically
question In sclence. The gray-halred old professor, who hus
studying and experimenting and tlesting for half & century,
more apt to take your questlon fn silence and chew over i
while, and then give you a hesitating hypothesis as 1w whatr muay
slbly, help you to arrive at an explanation, So the farmer whu renlly
knows the most Is usually the mest modest about hls own farming, the
readiest to admit his own fallures and mistakes, and the most euger o
iry It over again, If circumstunces permit,

Asstming It as posmible, then, thi: vou may not have
previous grain crops right, why not look over the situatlon asain, read
up on the latest results and the methods by which they we nchleved,
and thoughtfully conwlder whethor vou might not be able to suve for
your own pocket the money you hive been aovustomed to paving oul
Tor stock feed,

Don't forget, in thus thinking it over, that if wou should spond
exnctly es much more for labor end fertillzer, every vear, ux vou now
spend for imported feed, you will still be belter off. For the ferillizon-
tion and tillage necdful to grow good crops Is a lasting, at least & con-
tinuing benefit to the land fertilized and tilled. 1 don't know what that
dcre on which Mr, White rai=ed his 112 bushuls of shelied corn was
worth before he put the corn in. Hut, whatever it wss, It is worth
more now—a& good dedal more. It's worth mors to Erow polatoes on;
it's worth more to grow vegetables on; il's warth mora to grow grass
on, Say, I'd llks to see how much clear, clean tlmothy a fellow could
ralse on that acre!

The Greater Crops Raised in Europe.

Why ia it that the average yleld of almost any crop Is about donkle
In Evrope what it is in this couniry”? Farmers oot west turn over
the sod of a virgin prairie which never before felt a plowshare and
never before grew anything but grusy or wesds And they get. on the
average, just about ball as many bushels to the acre gs the farmers of
England get on land which has been plowed and cropped and plowed and
cropped, over and over agnin, for more than n thousand ysars. They
ket less than half the erop which furmers of Germeny get on land
which has constantly cropped for two thousand yoars—ever sinee the
old Germanll, whom Caesar had such a time licking, dog up the dirt
with wooden spades or scratched It with plows made from orookad
sticks. The aversge wheat yield in the United States, a5 I have sld, Is
leas than fifteen bushels per acre; the averagwe In England i& sbout
thirty bushels, and in Germany moTe tham thirty-three,

Why is it that these old lands produce betler crops than our new
soils, which we suppose te be rich with the inherited and accumulated
fertillty of untold ages.

One reason is that they farm better, over thers, Now, don't get
excited, and go Into an old-fashloned Fourth of Julv rhodomontads
over American shrewdness and American intelllgeénce and American
capacity and all that. If our fathers had usad their farming braina
mors and their bragging mouths less in the pust, wa should have been
farther ahead than wa are, It is just this ignorant hahit of hoasting
about ourseives, as If we were the plek of the earth. which is helping
to hold us back. When we get over it and coms to sas 1hat we're just
eommon folks like others, and that wa can sometimes learn a thing or
two from other commaon folks, we'll at least have kot our faces turned
tewards the get-nhead side of the road, They can farm better
abrond. than we do. They have 1o, or they'd dis of starvation, They
Haven't any new Jand to move 1o when thev'vs exhausted tha old. They
haven't unlimited areas ro spread mi; over when the production of their
restrioted acres begins to fail _And mo they've lsarmed the lesson of

o

manpged

=

acre. That eanl, al lpast (hey dan't. Why, the averags wheat vieid
— -

e aaaa i b B

an they are—produce better crops than our new ldnds. Their tXperi-
ence i simply incontestalile proof of the fact that contitued farmi
—If %0 be It I= wise and honest farming—does not exhaust iend 1
Improves it, The farmn which has been worked constantly for s ti u
sapd years {8 4 Detter farm Lhan the one which haw Twin untouched
all that time—if only it had been really farmed, not robbed and plun-
dered. The single field which bas been wisely farmed for even n
or two la. at the end of that time, & better fleld than fts o
which has lain fdle the same thme

ng
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A Larger Outlay Would Increase Crops and Profits.

What we're trying to come a4t }s just this Even If we farmers of
eastern Connecticut should spend ss much money fur exlrs work and
exira manure to raise the feed we now buy a8 we iy for that
we'd stlll be making money: becauss we'd be r-nrif‘hm;‘ our firms amd
enbancing thelr value. Also, the milllon or so we now sand to Minne-
npolis or some other digtant place would remain right here, dolng bius-
iness among ourselves and for ourselves

reed,

Not long ago a western visitor told me of & little: experience two
of hig nelghbors had with corn.  Their farms lny side by side und
were about as 1tke gs (wo pens.  That vesr they both planted corn at
the same time. One put in a hundred neres; the other put In forty
Each had three teams. The foriv-scre man plowed deep, harrowed
Lil} the ground was as mellow as an onion-bed, cultivated hig crop wli
the corn was too big 10 work. Ha kept his three teums busy most of
the time on that forty acreés. The other man plowad In a hurmy ang
harrowed just enough to Eet dirt to cover the =epd. Ie .-ul:i‘--nh--\
the hundred acres once, in the ususl gm-Lh'mush-u-qulck-nﬁ-vm:-ran
way, The man who took care of his forty acres and guve his land
adequute tillage, cribbed two thousand bBushels of eAr corn that fall:
the hundred-acre man who merely slobberad over his fleld had to ‘hunt
in the weeds at hurvest tima to get five hundred bushe!s,

. ress . The expeonss
of cultvating and caring for the forty-acre lot was almost it nog qulie

88 much a5 that put on the hundred acres adjolning. But the result—!
Not only did the forty-acre muan get four Umes the crop, but he l&ft
his forty weres in such sfape that they were sager 10 grow another
Eood crop the next year, while the hundred sores over the fence had 1o

lie fallow tho following summer 1o cateh their breath, after the

they'd had, T

In that little story lies a moral some of us might well wke to
heart., We try to do too much, Lo farm (o0 many acres, Other things
being equal, it is better for the Immediate present to do only what W
can do well. It certainly is vastly better for the fulure of the farm
A erop the work on which we have to slur becanss we huve S0 much
of It or so many othsrs that we can’t give it the time and vure [t
demands Is going to pay us back for anr neginet by Inferior vield,
Warse than that, the fleld which we thus scant of itg due attasption
is goiag to revenge Iltself on us by zolng backward. It will becoma
exhausted, worn out, sooner or later.

Something Wrong in Our Methods.

Doen’ It seem & litte liks carrving coals 1o Newecasgtle to tiing of
farmers, in the state where the besl corn ever grown in the world was
ralsed lust year, sending money to other states where Duurer araps of
poorer quality are protuced, to buy corn?

Perbaps, the last time you tried to grow corm ¥ou hadn't manurs
enough for the fleld and had to spread It rather thin #nd buy some
high-priced fertilizer, even then, to help out, The crop turnal out
poor, It dldn't pay for the work and the fertllizer and ths trouble
You felt you ecould buy provender cheaper than vou could ralse the torn
for it, Yei, If you had saved all your manure—a#® those pesky Danes
do—you'tl have had more than enough to cover your field heavily nl)
over., If that had seemed impracticable; then the use of what manirs
y6u did have on half the area would have resulted in a saving In the
Iabor bill and an increass In the rate of vield which might have turned
& logs o a profit. Anyway, It would have made that halfl you dd at-
1=nd to vastly betier for Tutura use =

Qatas, too. We all kmow the usua! way in which 2ais sre greswn.
And the census fisures {ell us the uysunl resulis-—26 bushols 1o the pora
right about Bere. Tt seema hardly credible that the farmer who knows
his soll, who puia oats on land fit for them, who uses good seed and
takes proper care of the crop—It seams hardly credible that wich =
farmer should be satisfied with u yleld of 26 bushels. If the yield is
no blgwer, in spite of honest work and intelligent seal, ihen It muw

|

be beopuse there i.g something: wrong with the soll or the
of the erpp. Only “lnst full 1 walked over the onl-fisld [ ¥
bor had just reaped. Tha lund was originally quits rich. A
potatoes Hnd bean grown on it the year before, and the land
fertilized Tor them, One resuld was that the oats grow abow
high—und then tumbled over. | don't (hink one-half of the
cut by the pesper. They lay too At on the ground. The owner hi
no time (o get on with 2 soythes and Book up the Jodged grain. Wheth-
or there werc any berries on It or nod, the slraw was worth

And it was half lost, half of the natural value, half of the ]
¥ield an »n twenty nore patch, Now, this wasn't the fault of the
nor the fault of the crop nor the fault of the seed fior tos faulc
rensan. It was due (o faulty mansgement. The ground wasn't
right shape for oals, to begin with, amd the owner bad put in
twice us mony acres as he could take cure of, for another {
don't kpow how mauy bushels of grain he actually got, nor how '
tons of siraw. Bul I do Know that he might hava got Just a8 muc
of a crop off balf as moch land at a decreasod labor comt, it he
fitted his orop to Dis land and his land to his crop. Also, I know
the new seeding on that twenly scres, which must bave cost
pretiy penny at lest season's prices of timothy and clover seed, in
tically valtielesg—amotharad under the lodeed onta. He'l! have to
the Jot again snd pot o ot mure labor and « it more send on It
Tore ho gots It back into tolernbie grass.

Now, that particular neighbor lan't & dum fool, by any mabner of
means.  He's well up to the averaga of us common folk, He made &
mistake—juat exactly as yYou and T have dono, over and oOver ugain,
e mismuapaged 2 crop. Just ae we have dons, But when we make
migtakes and whin we mimmanago-—yon and I—we ara not bound In
Honor Lo keep on repedtiog the mistake and renewing the mismanage-

menl, whether sothe one slka dode 80 or nol
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A Queer Argument Against Increase

The very queerest argument which I bave heard advanced againat
the iocal raising of wrain fur stocklesed i in the allegation that it
eouldn’t be ground st home. . The old-fashlonsd grist milis have all
bean abindoned since the cofming of cheap western fiours and feeds,”
gays one  "Where yould vop gel your graln) ground, -after you bhad
raised 117" Well, well: thst does best the Duteh!

In the first place, inn't quite true that “sll" the old grist-mills
have boen abandenci.  There wre still sowne millatones turning or some
rollera working In Connectiout.  Abd there would mighty soon be more.
IC they were callod for. Wa Connoctlout Yankess don't throw chances
for dolng business aver our shoulders, The advance of milling knowl-
odge and the spread oF Inveniiin has made the modern mill almost an
sutometie deviog, and, In s smuller forms, a *wiher cheap one It
Nere were ten of twenty thousand bushely of graln in some town wait-
ing to be ground, 6 wouldn't be long befors some one i that town
would have u mill estublished, cepable of taking care of il. We nesdmn't
Worry much over that,

Now don't get the idea that seme swell-headed amateur in the
newapeper b andertaking to tell you how to run your own farm. That
ta most decidediy not what all this s intended for. 1 don't know your
farm, and you do. Thai is [ don't know anything about It, and you
probably know a lide something about 1t, But you don't know it all;
opnd, If you've go! the ool of the matter in you, you'll ba the first
to pdmit a3 mucl. There may be possibiiities in that old farm of
yours which you haven't wiwlly understood, even afer all your long
vours of farming, Porheps 1 Mimply won'l grow elther corn Or oats—
of anything else except cordwood and hoop-poles. FPerhaps not, but
somehow [ don't seem (o remember any farm in Eastern Connectiout
which didn’t look, on the outside, as if & might raise o fow other
things, if it were given the right chance. But prehaps you chn't grow
corn or oits on I 1L may he a polato farm, gobd for the tubers, but
not for corepls.  Well, In (hut cage, vou'll*simply have to keep on Duy-
ing your feed, and raising potatoes to pay for . Ewen then, ft is
certainly to be hoped that you will not be satisfied with a yield of 109
bushels to the acre, If your farm 12 a naturml potato farm it ought to
do ot lersi iwice as well a5 that. There are too many thounsand potmto-
growere svernging from 100 to 350 bushels a year to males It possible
mny longer to doubt the feasibility of such omips. If your land oesn't
produce them It means one of two things, and two things only—elthar
it fan't as goud potele ground as youw've thought, or slse you're not
mantging it right.

It may ba that your land isn't specially adapted to sither cereals
or potatees, but I8 fine for vegetables or berriea or ureharding. It
muy be thul you can easily produce enough of some other crop 1o
more then pay all the feed producing crops yon could ralse with

reater (oll

No one else knows these things as well as you do—or as You can,
i vou'll take the troulile to fiad out. You're the fudge and the jury and
the sheriff for yout own farm You're also Its doctor. And Ils feader,
And s tralned nurse. And its midwife

Why Should You Put Out a Million and a Quarter?

f rou, stop and think seriously jast what you are do-
the other 5478 farmers of these two counties pay
pout u milllon snd a guarter dollurs for feed that

Only, T teg
s When i

EVETY

might bo raised o the two counties, and for fertilizer that might be
saved, over and above presest savings, from the stock now kept in
thiemn

A penny saved 18 two pence enrned. That means In money. But

n penny kaved in feed & mighty closs to & nlckel oarned;: and a
pepny suved b manure s golng to be worth & dime to your farm and te

O, Aooner or laler,

| dan't tell you that you, individually, can ralse your feed chesper

than ved can buyv it for 1 don't know your cliroumslances, your 'afm,
nup vou. Bul 1 do sey thal bt would be n big saving for your pocked.
and @ blg Improvement 1o vour fhrm, if you could keep in that pock-

ol und on that farm the mopey vou are now sending off it 1o buy im-
| fertlltzers, The chanoes are thet a whols
v tried to see what you could do in that
tae. It b# pot uolikely thet o good many have never thought of this
feod wnd fertilizer Luring as a firm leak. On an average you'll say
that vou don't buy very muech, individually. A little bran, now and
(hen: ol bug of horse-feed occasionnlly: perhaps n lttls cottonsesd ol
or linseed cake, ur something of 1hat sort. Your own personal pur-
chases don't smount 10 vers much, and don't imprese you as of groat
cunsequenee. But 0B “many o micklie mawes a mucklie;” s the
Hitle ruindrops tat 1l the springs and the llttle springs that Tend
the brooks, and the little brooks that swell the river. When you come
to uppreciate tho amount that you have, all of you togsther, paid oul,
vear by year., for these things, then the sizability of tha sum ought to
strike vou uncomfortably. Nearly a milllon and a quarter dollars in
Now London and Windham eounties nione; over soven milllons and &
gquuarter in the whole slate; thal’s the sum wa farmers are paying oth-
or farmers for farm-produced thinge. That's whiat wao're puying cthee
farmers o profluce on -other farms, .

While it is very possibie that. in individual cases, this going off
the farm to buy farm produce may be nocessary or judictous, 1t s in-
herently improbable that the pructice in generally elther necessary or
wige., As a rule, a farm which won'l grow farm crops lsn't a very use-
il farm. It's about as much of n farm as a clogk-case without the
works s o closk. Tt may look all right, but if the hiamed thing won't
go, i certainly seams about iime for & clockmaksr to gel tusy.

prorted feeds and consmere
10t wf you have never

What the Census Reports Mean.

Wheh the census reports the smount of "feed” bought, it is to be
understood, T suppose, thsl grein, sither whole or ground, s meant
The term does not include hay, which would be classed as “forage’
Nevertheless, the condition of the huy-tow In the burn affecte tha
feed-Duving question very mirongly, While few stock-Teaders adbare
to the old-fashioned wety thut steck crn be kept well on hay alone,
[t % wtill @ fact that o grest deal of the bull, and no small propor-
ton of the nutritive valus of the deajrable stook ration in darived from
4 When the bay supply |8 short the demand for grain is Increassd
When he huv-mow i well Nlled thers ia losg grain called for. One
dossn't want to feed elther hay slone or grain alone, But with good,
will-cursd swest hay and clover, one can very largely deoreans the
proporiion of grain oilled for by his stables,

Certainly, there is immense room for improvement In our hay
crop,  The census gures show an average yisM to the acre, In the
sensun of 1008, of about a ton and a Afth. Probably ihere are few
farmers in the state Who don't know of the work of the late George
M. Clark of Higzagmum, with his sixieen acre hay fleld. We can recall,
o=t of us, with shat incredulity we heard the firat storias If the yields
bhe gol. and how It wasn't till the land had been measured by out-
slders nnd (4] they bad watched tha outting and drving and weighing
of the arops. that we wers finally compelied to ndmit the truth of his
clilme,  But the #vidence Decame too atrong for us( in lime and we
had o own up that he was ralsing about as much hay on ons aore
as Wa Were ware on four—about a5 much as wa still average on four. We
had to admit, tno, that he waa getting mors clear profit off ona Acte
than weo could figura off four. Probably no ons now questions the as-
curacy of his slaime Az 1o yield or profit. But » fot of na’
tion tha fensibllity of applying his methods to our farms.

Well, we don’t have to do just as he did, We are our own bosses,
If we don't think we can do things as he 44 them, we're nnot com-
pelled to by any law or obligation. Thora nre several ways to skin a

oit, und tha best way for any partievlar kind of cat depsnds upon
the eal and the sliinner,

(Uentinued on Next Page)
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